
The Greenbelt Land 
Trust protects  
natural areas  

& working lands 
in the  

Mid-Willamette 
Valley. 

Fall 2007 

T he Greenbelt Land Trust announces the full-fee 
purchase of Lupine Meadows, a 58-acre parcel 

between Corvallis and Philomath.  This property 
contains approximately 40 acres of wetland prairie 
and riparian habitats, and 20 acres of rare upland 

prairie habitat.  
This site is home 
to several Federal 
and State listed 
species including 
Kincaid’s lupine 
and Fender’s blue 
butterfly. 
 
In 2005, with the 
support of the US 
Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Oregon 
Watershed En-
hancement Board, 
and Greenbelt 
Members, the 
Greenbelt  
purchased a  
Conservation 
Easement on  

Lupine Meadows.  Due to the complexity of  
management issues surrounding enhancement of 
the prairies, and the restrictions on the use of the 

property for the landowner, the Greenbelt and the 
landowner agreed it was in everyone's best interest for 
the Greenbelt to own the property.  This summer, 
with a grant from the Oregon Watershed Enhance-
ment Board and support from our dedicated  
members, the Greenbelt bought the remaining  
interest in the property. 
 
This purchase is significant not only to protect the 
species present on site, but as a stepping stone to 
other upland prairie habitats.  From the highest point 
on the property you can see both Bald Hill Park and 
Fitton Green Natural Area.  Just over the hill past 
Fitton Green are additional upland prairie habitats 
being protected in the Wren area and along Highway 
20.  The rare plant and animal species that utilize 
these habitats depend on these last few remaining 
prairies for survival and for preservation of their  
genetic diversity. 
 
The Greenbelt Land Trust staff and board of  
directors would like to thank our members and the 
community for supporting our efforts to protect and 
enhance significant properties such as Lupine  
Meadows.  With your continued support we can 
work towards accomplishing our land protection 
goals and protect natural areas in our region.  

Greenbelt Purchases Rare Prairie 

Pxfot!Gbsn!Gbmm!Dfmfcsbujpo!
Join us for a celebration of Autumn at Owens Farm on Sunday,  October 21st from 1 a.m.-4 p.m. Cider and 
cookies will be served as we learn about restoration work at this beautiful farm in north Corvallis.  From 
Corvallis, Eugene, and Albany:  Drive 99W approximately 6 miles north of Corvallis until you turn left into 
a gravel road past the hospital.  From Portland, Salem, and areas north of Corvallis: Drive 99W south past 
Lewisburg until you eventually turn right into a gravel road just past the Habitat Restoration Sign.   
For more information, please contact Steve Lilly at (541) 760-9055, steve@greenbeltlandtrust.org.  

LOOK FOR FESTIVE BALLOONS AT THE ENTRANCE! 
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A Message from our President 

Y our board and staff have been busy since spring working on a strategic plan and 
business plan to guide the work of the Greenbelt over the next five years.  These plans 

will be completed and available on our web site by late fall.  We encourage you to review 
them and send us your comments.  Also, we are nearing completion of our long awaited 

update of our 1998 Open Space Plan.  This planning effort began in 2005 and over the past two years 
many individuals have provided valuable contributions.  Thank you to everyone for your hard work!  This 
2007 Conservation Plan will guide our land acquisition projects over the next five to ten years.  These 
documents will continue to guide us as we build upon our success in land conservation and restoration in 
the mid-Willamette Valley. 
 

Our conservation work is locally focused in protecting special places in the Willamette Valley.  We like to 
hear from our members about places they find special and how they connect to nature.  For example, this 
summer I visited with Norm and Margaret Anderson, long-time Greenbelt supporters, in their home in a 
beautiful setting just outside the city limits. We talked about how 
they got involved in the Greenbelt and what parts of our work 
are important to them.  As you may know Norm is an  
entomologist who, even though retired, still spends half days at 
OSU on projects.  Margaret is an accomplished author with 
numerous books published mostly for children and about nature. 
Their initial connection to the Greenbelt was through Charlie 
Ross and Toastmasters Club.  As Margaret said so well, “Like 
connecting all these trails, we are connecting all these people to 
each other through the Greenbelt Land Trust”. 
 

Norm indicated that they are members of other conservation 
groups, but like to see directly and close to home the benefit of the 
conservation work done by the Greenbelt.  Norm has participated 
in both teaching and research at McDonald Forest.  Riparian 
areas are important habitats for Norm’s favorite critters, “bugs”. Margaret’s background, growing up in 
Great Britain where green spaces have traditionally been preserved around cities and where it is  
permissible to walk through others’ lands and where fences are even built with steps to accommodate foot 
travel, influences Margaret’s concern for natural areas. 
 

An area that Norm and Margaret especially appreciate is Chip Ross Park.  They recall when they lived 
in town looking up and admiring the park and going for walks to the area with their children.  Norm 
remains active in Greenbelt activities and most recently served on the Owens Farm Advisory Committee.  
His hope for the future is seeing trail connectors and protection and restoration of riparian areas along 
creeks like Jackson Frazier.  They would also like to see the entire trail around Corvallis completed  
connecting McDonald Forest, Bald Hill, and Fitton Green. 
 

Norm is proud of the Greenbelt’s conservation effort and outreach, but thinks that a lot of people that live 
in the mid-Willamette Valley do not know about our work.  He believes that more access and trails would 
increase the knowledge about the Greenbelt work.  Norm thinks that the Luckiamute River corridor in 
Kings Valley is an important conservation area for Greenbelt focus because it is close and  
currently relatively undeveloped. 
 

The work that we do centers on protecting the places that are important to you, our members.  Thanks for 
your continued inspiration and support. 
      Betty Griffiths, President   
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The Greenbelt Land Trust 
acts to enhance community 

livability by protecting  
open space. 

Contact the Greenbelt for 
more information, to     

volunteer, make a donation 
and/or receive the       

newsletter on a regular basis: 
 

        Greenbelt Land Trust                                        
        PO Box 1721 
        Corvallis, OR 97339 

541.752.9609 
info@greenbeltlandtrust.org 

 

www.greenbeltlandtrust.org 

Margaret & Norm Anderson 
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—Steve Lilly 
 

A s the Willamette Valley  
continues to grow, we ask our-

selves, “Why is everyone moving here?”  
In December 2006, The Associated 
Press reported that Oregon was second 
in the country for inbound migration 
behind North Carolina’s 64 percent.  
This is a staggering statistic as the mid-
Valley’s population grows to an  
estimated additional two million people 
by 2040 with most of the population 
centered around the Portland metro-
politan area.  So, as Oregon “grows”, 
let’s reflect why we moved here from 
our previous location in the country or 
world.   
 
In 2005, my wife Susanne and I moved 
to Oregon in search of a better life.  I 

told Susanne that I would move to 
Oregon simply for the fresh salmon and 
blueberries.  Being raised in Charlottes-
ville and Waynesboro, VA, we noticed 
tremendous residential and commercial 
growth as is known throughout the 
East Coast.  After visiting Oregon in 
2000 we decided that this was the place 
to reside.  We knew that we would 
enjoy the open space that we are  
accustomed to today.  The proximity of 
the beautiful Coast Range, Cascades, 
and High Desert make this region one 
of the most beautiful areas in the  
country.  The accessibility to hike in 
the evening after work is another  
wonderful reason.  Also, the availability 
of farm-fresh produce, abundance of 
berries, coffee, and micro-brews is  

another reason to love Oregon.   
Oregonians stand by their beliefs in  
protecting this land and sharing it with 
others through hikes and other forms of 
outdoor recreation.  This summer and 
fall, come share this beautiful land with 
us during our hikes, trail workdays, and 
a tour of Owens Farm.   
 
Please send us your stories describing 
why Oregon is such a special place, to 
Steve Lilly at steve@greenbeltlandtrust.org.  
Ask your children what they especially 
love about Oregon.  With your  
permission, we will include the best 
statements in our next newsletter and  
on our web site.   

Xfmdpnf!up!Psfhpo!
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Contribute to Earth Share of Oregon at your Workplace: It’s so easy! 

As summer comes to a close, we all think back on the beautiful places we had the chance to enjoy during the great outdoor season 
– the beaches, high desert, crystal rivers and craggy mountains.  The treasures of this state endure because we protect them.  And 
now as the sunny months leave us, we do what we can in other ways.   
 

It’s fundraising season.  Many employers in the Willamette Valley belong to Earth Share of Oregon with their employees  
donating a portion of their paycheck to protect these beautiful natural areas.  Your employer can too! 
 

The Greenbelt is a proud member of Earth Share of Oregon. What does this mean to you? You and your fellow employees can 
choose to have contributions sent automatically to your favorite Oregon conservation groups, including the Greenbelt. Since your 
contribution is spread out over the course of a year, the amount deducted from your paycheck is minimal, and all gifts are fully tax 
deductible. You can make a difference! 
 

If your workplace is not currently involved in an ESOR giving campaign, establishing one is easy. ESOR will work with your  
employer to set up a program that meets your company’s needs.  
 

Oregon’s natural beauty and livability is legendary. With your contribution to ESOR, you can help ensure that it stays that way. 
For more information, please contact Meghan Humphreys at ESOR: (503) 223-9015 or meghan@earthshare-oregon.org; or visit 
www.earthshare-oregon.org. 
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35th Annual Corvallis Fall Festival, Sept. 22nd & 23rd Sat., 10 am-6 pm, Sun., 10 am- 5 pm 
Mingle with our staff and board at our booth as we celebrate one of Corvallis’ popular festivals.  Our table will be 
located in front of the library’s fountain.  If interested in how you can help, please contact Steve Lilly at  
(541) 760-9055 (cell), steve@greenbeltlandtrust.org. 

  
Where It's At Beaver Community Fair, Friday, Sept. 28,  11 a.m. - 3 p.m.  
Memorial Union Quad, OSU 
Welcome Back, OSU students!  Visit our table and learn how to become involved with the Greenbelt.  Remember, 
volunteer work always looks GREAT on resumes.  Visit several other booths for information, free food, and fun!  
Hosted by Student Involvement, Student Orientation and Retention, and the Corvallis Chamber of Commerce. 
 
5th  Annual Kids Day for Conservation, Sat., Oct. 20, 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. 
Benton County Fairgrounds Arena Building 
Free Admission!  Bring your entire family for hands-on natural resource activities from over 40 conservation-minded 
organizations.  Visit our booth as we partner with the Audubon Society of Corvallis to explore this year’s KDC 
theme, “What’s in your Watershed?”  Learn about owls, butterflies, and native plants on this fun-filled day.  Food 
will be available for purchase.  For more information, contact KDC’s coordinator Dick Powell at (541) 929-2477 
or Steve Lilly, (541) 760-9055 (cell), steve@greenbeltlandtrust.org.   

Bald Hill Park, Sat., Sept. 22nd,    8:45 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Come join the Greenbelt and Marys Peak Chapter of the Sierra Club volunteers for spreading gravel and culvert 
work at Bald Hill. We will meet at the Oak Creek entrance.   Water, gloves, and supplies are provided.  For more  
information or to sign-up, contact Cary Stephens at stephens@bwbslaw.com. 

Timberhill Open Space, Sat., Oct. 6th, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Let’s get some exercise at the trails work party!  We will be slinging and raking gravel on heavily-used trails with 
beautiful views of the Willamette Valley. Water, gloves, and supplies are provided.  For more information or to 
sign-up, contact Cary Stephens at stephens@bwbslaw.com. 

Homer Campbell Trail @ Finley Refuge, Sat., Sept. 22nd, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.  
Join the Greenbelt, the Corvallis Audubon Society and the Friends of the Refuge for a workday on the 
Homer Campbell Memorial Trail.  Meet at the Refuge headquarters.  Please bring pliers (and eye protection) 
to remove staples from the boardwalk.  Also, bring water, gloves and sturdy shoes.  For more information, 
contact Steve Lilly at (541) 760-9055 (cell), steve@greenbeltlandtrust.org.   

GET INVOLVED! 

Community Events 

Trail Workdays 
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Greenbelt Fall Hike Schedule 
GET IN NATURE! 

Please bring your own water, snacks, and field guides along with comfortable hiking shoes and appropriate rain gear 
given the season.  Extra water, first aid, and energy bars will be provided.  Concerning transportation, we encourage 
carpooling and will reserve Dial-A-Bus for McDowell Creek County Park.  Please RSVP to Steve Lilly at 
steve@greenbeltlandtrust.org  or (541) 760-9055 (cell) or to the Greenbelt office at (541) 752-9609. 

William F. Finley National Refuge, Sat., Sept. 29th @ 9am—Hike with us at another beautiful refuge located south 

of Corvallis.  Named after the first president of the Oregon Audubon Society, this refuge contains oak savannah, wetlands, and 
beautiful riparian habitat along Muddy Creek.  Expect to see several raptors, herons, geese, and various waterfowl.  Elk are 
known to traverse the refuge as well.  So, bring your camera, binoculars, and field guides as we enjoy this wonderful refuge and 
the work that USFWS has completed and their plans for the future.    

Beazell Forest, Sat., Oct. 13th @ 10am—Enjoy autumn foliage at Beazell Memorial Forest, a 586-acre natural area that 

Fred Beazell donated upon his death in April 2000 as a memorial to his wife Dolores May Anthony Beazell. We will hike the 
Plunkett Creek Trail through a conservation forest as we enjoy the canopy from new and old growth trees.  Share with us as we 
reminisce why the Beazells fell in love with this natural area and why it is special today.  Come learn why this habitat is crucial 
to the Taylor’s Checkerspot Butterfly and recent conservation work by Benton County.  So, lace up your hiking shoes as we 
explore this beautiful land nestled in historic Kings Valley.   

Luckiamute State Natural Area, Sat., Oct. 27th @ 10am—Hike with us on this state-owned natural area, located near the  

Benton-Polk County line at the confluence of the Willamette, Santiam, and Luckiamute Rivers.  Join us for a festive fall hike as 
we enjoy the fall foliage of the cottonwoods and other native trees.  This diverse natural area is home to the Western Pond Turtle 
and numerous bird species including  green-winged teal, mallard ducks, and majestic herons.   

McDowell Creek County Park, Linn County, Sat., Nov. 3rd @ 10am—Join us as we hike with our neighbors to the 

east in beautiful Linn County.  We will hike streamside along McDowell Creek as we enjoy the natural beauty of Royal Terrace 
Falls and Majestic Falls.  Due to the commute, Dial-A-Bus will be 
provided for the first twenty people that RSVP.  If more than 20 
RSVP, carpool arrangements will be provided. 

Ankeny Wildlife Refuge, Marion County,                   
Sat., Nov. 10th @ 9am—Walk with us along an elevated board-

walk at this National Wildlife Refuge as we observe vital wintering 
habitat for Dusky Canada Geese and other waterfowl.  Learn why 
this is a special place for birds and the conservation work US Fish 
& Wildlife Service (USFWS) is doing in Jefferson.  Walk with us 
and learn how this habitat relates to other  national wildlife refuges 
like Baskett Slough and William F. Finley National Refuge.  Bring 
your binoculars and cameras!   

 

5 
Steve Lilly, left, leads hikers at Baskett Slough Wildlife Refuge  



6 
Greenbelt Land Trust 

need those carbs before you pitch and 
spread wheelbarrows of gravel.  Board 
member Cary Stephens and his fellow 
trail runners also helped spread gravel 
and widen the trail.   
 
We have partnered with other organiza-
tions concerning outreach to the  
community.  In August, our volunteers 
assisted The Nature Conservancy’s Land 
Stewardship Ecologist, Greg Fitzpatrick, 
at Kingston Prairie, a prime example of 
wet and dry upland prairie located 
southeast of Stayton.  We helped collect 
seeds from various native plants and 
removed the very invasive Queen Anne’s 
Lace.  It was nice to observe and partici-
pate in restoration work that is being 
done by our fellow conservationists.     
 
I look forward to sharing our wonderful 
natural areas with each of you this  
autumn during our scheduled trail  
workdays, hikes, and Owens Farm Fall 
Celebration.   
So, please join us as we enjoy this  
brilliant Fall season in Oregon.   

F rom Madia to Monitoring to 
Mom, oh what a summer it has 

been!  This has been a fairly busy  
summer as we have partnered with other 
organizations in a joint effort to restore 
trails, remove invasive plant species and 
collect seeds from native plants.   
After a two-week visit from my parents, 
it was time to get back in the field to do 
some work for the ‘Good of Greenbelt’. 
 
Our appearances at the Farmers’  
Markets were very well received this year 
in Corvallis and Albany.  Thanks to 
Betty Griffiths for updating our display 
board. The time and energy she exerted 
really shows in the photographs and 
text!  Several people said that they liked 
our new display and were happy to see 
Greenbelt at the market.  Several Linn 
County residents asked me if we were 
going to schedule any hikes in Linn 
County.  “Yes!” is the answer and  I 
look forward to seeing them during our 
Fall hikes in Benton, Linn, and Marion 
counties (See page 5 for further details). 

As the Willamette Valley continues to 
grow, it is crucial to share natural areas 
with all residents of the valley.  Last 
Spring, our most well-attended hike was 
at Baskett Slough Wildlife Refuge in 
Polk County where we observed several 
native plant species, including Kincaid’s 
lupine.  Hikers were also entertained by 
the fragile flight of the Fender’s blue 
butterfly, appearance of several  
waterfowl, and a precious ecosystem all 
protected by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service.   
 
Concerning trail restoration, we hosted a 
trails work party at the City of Corvallis 
Timberhill Open Space for the Unitar-
ian Universalist Fellowship of Corvallis.  
Jessie Ford, one of our dedicated and 
enthusiastic members, helped coordinate 
a service learning project with her fellow 
church members.  The City of Corvallis’ 
Volunteer Coordinator, Steve McGetti-
gan, provided water and the appropriate 
tools while Jessie supplied delicious 
pizza, cookies, and soda.  You always 

From the Desk of Steve Lilly—Outreach Coordinator 

Volunteers load gravel at Timberhill Open Space during a trail workday with the Greenbelt,  
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Corvallis, City of Corvallis, and trail runners. 



Claire Fiegener, Stewardship Program Manager, 
has been busy over the last 10 months with her 
happy twin boys— Cole & Dylan.  She has been 
working part-time which is why you may have 
not seen her out and about in the field.  When 

you see her pushing her double stroller around 
town be sure to stop and say ‘hi’. 
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YES! 

 Land Conservation 
 Education/Events 

Volunteer Opportunities 
I am interested in participating with the following activities: 
 Stewardship/Restoration 
 Trails 

I am enclosing a check for $_____________  
for membership in the Greenbelt Land Trust. 

 New Member 
 Renewal 

Membership Form 

More Information 
 Please contact me about an educational presentation to my group or organization. 
 Send me information about the tax benefits of land gifts and conservation easements. 
 Send me information about including the Greenbelt in my trust or will. 

 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

E-mail 

Telephone Date 

MAIL TO:  Greenbelt Land Trust  PO Box 1721, Corvallis, OR 97339 

 
 General  $35 
 Supporting  $125 
 Guarantor  $250 
 Patron  $500 
 Millennium Club $1,000 
 Conservation Circle $2,500+ 
 Additional Gift 

        for Land Acquisition $______ 

  I WANT TO SUPPORT THE GREENBELT LAND TRUST 
with the following tax-deductible contribution. 
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New Faces at the Greenbelt 
Correction 

 
We apologize to the following  

members for inadvertently omitting 
their names from the membership list 

in the Spring 2007 Newsletter.  
Please accept our apologies. 

 
Millennium Club Member 
Robert & Sally Duncan,  

David Heck MD & Gloria Wong 
 

Guarantor Member 
Audrey Perkins 

 
General Member 

Aaron & Sara Liston 



RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
Fall 2007        P.O. Box 1721, Corvallis, OR 97339 

 NON-PROFIT 
ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

CORVALLIS, OR 
PERMIT NO. 217 

In this Issue… 
 Purchase of  Rare Prairie 
 Welcome to Oregon  
 Fall Trail Building & Hiking Schedule 
 From the Desk of  Steve Lilly 

Volunteering with the Greenbelt Land Trust is a fantastic way to help protect and 
enhance significant habitats throughout the mid-Willamette Valley.  Small non-

profits, such as the Greenbelt, deeply depend on the dedication and perseverance 
of volunteers.  It is how our organization is able to accomplish so much.  If you 

are interested in volunteering with the Greenbelt by participating in trail building, 
habitat restoration, educational events, becoming a board member, or other  
activities, please contact us and tell us specifically where you would like to  
volunteer your time.  Our volunteer work may vary from strenuous physical  

activities like lifting wheelbarrows of gravel and moving it down a trail, to lighter 
physical work like collecting native seeds, to representing the Greenbelt at a  
community event, to help organizing a speakers panel on a pertinent topic.   

Your volunteer opportunity awaits!    
If interested in volunteering please contact  

Steve Lilly at (541) 752-9609 or steve@greenbeltlandtrust.org.    

Make a Difference Today.   
Volunteer with the Greenbelt! 


